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rights over the subject-matter of the transaction,
involves many of the incidents of slavery. Evi-
dently, Lord Kimberley felt that the technical view
hardly represented the day-to-day facts of the situa-
tion, for he said in a despatch to the Governor :
*c But if children bought for adoption do not become
slaves, it is still true that there is in Hong Kong a certain
and perhaps a considerable number of children who
have been the subjects of what purported to be transac-
tions of sale. I cannot doubt that in the majority of these
transactions the sellers have believed that they have
validly sold, and the buyers that they have validly bought
that for which money has passed, and the children them-
selves can scarcely help believing that they are in bond
to their possessors."
Lord Kimberley then went on to order an im-
partial enquiry not only into the facts, but as to the
best means of altering the system. The curious
thing is that nothing appears to have happened with
regard to this enquiry. It passed completely out
of view, and as it was held that in British law
slavery could not exist in the Colony of Hong Kong,
the system was left to be dealt with by adminis-
trative effort. Occasional reports were received of
the sale of children, of which the following is a
typical illustration.
A dispute arose between two persons in Hong
Kong over the sale of a girl, which in due course
was brought before the local magistrate, who is
reported to have said to the defendant: " It (the